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REMARKS 

Applicant has carefully reviewed and considered the Office Action mailed on March 28, 
2003, and the documents cited therewith. 

Claims 22, 23, 28 and 29 are amended, as a result, claims 22, 23, 28-45 are now pending 
in this application. The amendments to the claims are supported by the specification. The 
amendment to the specification is to update the status of the parent application. No new subject 
matter is added. 



,<?7 12 Rejection of the Claims 
Claims 23, 28, 29, 35, 36, 38, 40 and 43-44 were rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

The Examiner asserts that claims 28 and 29 are substantial duplicates of claims 38 and 
40, respectively. Applicant has amended claims 28 and 29 to depend from claim 23. 
Accordingly, these claims no longer claim subject matter that is substantially duplicate to claims 
38 and 40, respectively. 

The Examiner asserts that claims 35 and 36 lack antecedent basis for the polyvinyl 
alcohol-containing phenolic resol resin. Applicant has amended claim 22 to include the 
polyvinyl alcohol-containing phenolic resol resin in combination with the epoxy resin. 
Accordingly, claims 35 and 36 have proper antecedent basis for the polyvinyl alcohol-containing 
phenolic resol resin limitations. 

The Examiner asserts that claims 23 and 43-45 are indefinite for failing to properly point 
out the invention. He states that "step d)" should include a phrase that indicated that the film is 
cured on the surface of the substrate. Applicant disagrees with the examiner the phrase requested 
is found in line 2 of the claim. However, in order to expedite the allowance applicant has added 
the phrase "wherein the coating forms a cured film on the surface" to "step d)." 

It is respectfully requested that the rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 be withdrawn. 
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§102 Rejection of the Claims 
Claims 22, 28-33 and 37-42 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chutko et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,527,840). This rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

Applicant has amended claim 22 to recite that the composite material includes a 
polyvinyl alcoholic-containing phenolic resol resin. Thus, claim 22 is of the same scope as 
allowable claim 23. Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rejection under 35 USC 
§ 102(b) be withdrawn. 



§103 Rejection of the Claims 

Claim 34 was rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chutko et 
al in view of Martino et al. (U.S. 5,567,781). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Claim 34 depends from claim 22 which has been amended herein. As amended claim 22 
is believed to be allowable. Thus, it is believed that the objection under 35 USC § 103(a) is 
moot. Applicant respectfully requests that the objection under 35 USC § 1 03(a) be withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Applicant notes with appreciation the Examiner's indication that claims 23 and 43-45 
would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the objections under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. Applicants 
submit that, in view of the amendments and remarks herein that the objections under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 12 are overcome and that all claims are in condition for allowance. Thus, it is respectfully 
requested that the claims pass to issue. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's attorney (612) 373-6968 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743 

Respectfully submitted, 



THOMAS R. MALLEN 



Date 



By his Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH, P.A. 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
612-373-6968 



~T] William F. Prout 



Reg. No. 33,995 



CHRT1FICATH UNDHR 37 CFR 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O.Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on this _2*Q day of August, 2003 . 
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